
International Affairs

Update
2018



INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL

Convened by Dr. Mauricio Gonzalez, vice president for student and international affairs, the UNF 
International Council meets regularly to review international issues on campus. The Council is made 
up of  two representatives from each college and one representative each from Honors, International 
Studies, and Languages, Literatures and Cultures. The members this year include:

BCH: Doreen Radjenovic  
BCH: Mei Zhao     

COAS: Krzysztof  Biernacki   

COAS: Stephen Heywood  

COEHS: John Kemppainen   

COEHS: Sue Syverud  

Int’l Studies: Clayton McCarl 

Int’l Affairs: Tim Robinson

CCB: Paul Fadil 

CCB: Andres Gallo  

CCEC: Maged Malek 

CCEC: Chiu Choi 

Honors: Leslie Kaplan  

Languages, Literatures and Cultures: Pat Geesey

Int’l Center: Ruth Lopez 



OUTSTANDING INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

The 2016-17 Outstanding International Leadership Awards 
and the Outstanding International Service Award were given 
to the following UNF faculty and staff  at the 2017 Fall 
Convocation:

Dr. Susan Syverud, Associate Professor  
Department of  Exceptional, Deaf  and Interpreter 
Education 
College of  Education and Human Services

Dr. Judy Comeaux, Assistant Professor 
School of  Nursing 
Brooks College of  Health

Mr. Bruce Turner, Associate Director 
ACE (Academic Center for Excellence)

Congratulations, and thank you for your efforts!  

From left: Dr. Mauricio Gonzalez (VP for Student and 
International Affairs), Dr. Judy Comeaux, Mr. Bruce 

Turner and Dr. Susan Syverud



INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE AGREEMENTS 

During the 2016-17 academic year, UNF signed two new university-wide agreements with partner 
schools overseas: University of  Malaga (Spain) and Konkuk University (South Korea). In addition, 
the existing agreement with Shaanxi Normal University (China) was renewed, the agreement with 
Shih Chien University (Taiwan) was extended, and the existing agreements with Abertay University 
(Scotland) and Universidad Mayor (Chile) were modified to university-wide contexts. 

Eight other new agreements that were targeted for specific academic areas of  interest were signed:  
Shandong University (China) in Health Administration, Technische Hochschule Köln (Germany) 
in Engineering, University for Business and Technology (Kosovo) in Nursing, and University of  
Perugia (Italy) in Health/Nutrition. In Business, new agreements have been signed with  Universidad 
Nacional De La Plata (Argentina), Hochschule Kempten (Germany), Shri Ramdeobaba College of  
Engineering & Management (India), and University of  Neuchâtel (Switzerland).

Discussions are underway regarding agreements with University of  Ghana in Nutrition; with Dong 
A University (Vietnam) in Business, Engineering, and Education; with Fulda University of  Applied 
Sciences (Germany) in university-wide areas; with Zagreb School of  Economics and Management 

(Croatia) in Business; and with University of  Valencia (Spain) regarding a dual degree in Business. 
An agreement with the Vietnam Institute of  Educational Sciences focusing on Education is also 
under consideration.  



INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARS 

UNF participates in the U.S. Department of  State’s 
Exchange Visitor (EV) program, through which the 
University receives students and scholars from our 
exchange partners overseas. Most of  these EVs are 
invited by UNF faculty on campus, though a few 
scholars are invited by off-campus institutions in the 
Jacksonville area. For the 2016-17 academic year, 
UNF sponsored 25 such visitors, most of  them in the 
“Research Scholar” category, with six in the  
“Professor” category.     

# of Exchange Visitors by Sponsoring Unit
Coggin College of  Business 1

College of  Computing, Engineering and Construction 2

College of  Arts and Sciences 10

College of  Education and Human Services 3

Confucius Institute 5

Other (Baptist Health, Flagler College) 4

Total 25

At “Exchange Visitors Meet and Greet”  reception during Fall  
2017 “International Education Week,”  from left to right: Kun Liu 
(EV Professor, China; Confucius Institute), Yang Lv (EV Research 
Scholar, China; Languages), Unyoung Choi (spouse, Korea),  
Byungil Park (EV Research Scholar, Korea; Engineering/
Construction), Pedro Aguilar Salinas (EV Research Scholar,  
Mexico; Baptist Health), Manuel Granja (EV Research Scholar, 
Colombia; Baptist Health), Tim Robinson (Director, UNF 
International Affairs), Mei Zhao (Chair, UNF Department of  
Health Administration)



FULBRIGHT AT UNF 

Dr. Anne Pfister, assistant professor of  sociology, anthropology, and social work, was 
awarded a Fulbright Award to Mexico. She will conduct research on the experience of  
deafness in Mexico City from the perspectives of  deaf  youth, their predominantly-hearing 
families and the medical practitioners who shape hearing parents’ early perceptions of  
deafness. Dr. Pfister was in Mexico from January to March 2017 and will return from  
May to July 2018.

Two UNF faculty members were selected for Fulbright awards this past year. Dr. 
Joshua Gellers, assistant professor of  political science and public administration), 
received a Fulbright Postdoctoral Scholar Award to conduct research in Sri Lanka on 
public participation in the environmental decision-making process. Dr. Gellers was in 
Sri Lanka from May to August 2017.      

In 2017 UNF hosted two Fulbright awardees from other countries: Evgenii Protasov from Russia, 
working with the Department of  Chemistry, and Nadina Williams from Grenada, enrolled in the 
Masters of  Science in General Psychology program, who is expected to graduate in 2018. 

Dr. Mike Toglia (Psychology), chair of  the UNF Fulbright group, collaborated with Lt. Gen. Rick 
Tryon (Taylor Leadership Institute) for a round-table info session on the Fulbright U.S. Student 
Program in March 2017. Dr. Josh Gellers and Dr. Anne Pfister provided the student attendees with 
information from their own experiences on the Fulbright program and tips for strong applications. 

For a complete listing of  UNF Faculty who have received Fulbright awards, please see the “UNF 
Fulbright Faculty” webpage on the International Center’s website.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

In 2016-17, the English Language Program (ELP) 
created valuable international partnerships that 
resulted in increased enrollment (165 students for 
fall 2016; 134 students for spring 2017). In addition, 
the ELP’s Proyecta 100,000 (a Mexican government-
sponsored scholarship) proposal was accepted, and a 
group of  30 Mexican university students were hosted 
in fall 2016. Moreover, the ELP and the TESOL 
(Teaching English to Speakers of  Other Languages)  
 

department in the College of  Education and Human  
Services expanded and formalized mutually beneficial  
interactions. Some TESOL students, after applying through the Field Experience Office, will 
complete observations and interviews in the ELP program as a requirement for their master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees.  

The ELP also initiated a successful Conversation Partner program. Approximately 50 UNF students 
and employees participated in the summer 2017 semester. They were paired with international ELP 
students as a cross-cultural initiative to showcase the ELP community on campus.   

Note: In November 2017, the ELP celebrated its 20th anniversary. Congratulations!

ELP students represent over 20 countries, such as Brazil, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Thailand and Turkey.



TEFL CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

Started by the ELP in 2011, the TEFL (Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language) Certificate Program provides participants with  
the knowledge and skills to teach English abroad. A four-week 
intensive program, including actual course observations and 
practicum as well as classroom instruction, this TEFL certificate 
program is taught by experienced instructors in the UNF English 
Language Program (ELP). Students are presented with the latest  
teaching methodology, materials development, classroom 
management skills and cross-cultural sensitivity.      

The TEFL Certificate Program has had 96 students since the first session in 2011. Participants in the  
TEFL Certificate Program have taught around the world; locations include China, Korea, Turkey, 
Ecuador, Thailand, and San Francisco (working with refugees). 

The noncredit TEFL Certificate Program is particularly useful for those students who do not have  
the time to enter a master’s level TEFL/TESL degree program. In addition, TEFL Certificate 
recipients can “test the waters” regarding their interests in teaching abroad and then are better able  
to decide if  they want to enter a degree program in the future.    

TEFL and English language students at a  
speaking activity 



Comments from students in the fall 2017 session: 

I decided to pursue the TEFL [Certificate] because I was interested in teaching but I also really wanted to 
travel... I learned what to expect when teaching abroad from people who had actually done it, and that just 
because I could speak English fluently didn’t mean I was ready to teach it before taking the course. I’m planning 
to teach in either Taiwan or Vietnam.  (Sophia M.)   

I took the TEFL certification because I wanted to be more competitive in the international English teaching 
field and to be better prepared to work with non-native English speakers. I learned so much... I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time getting my certification, it has been so much fun and very rewarding. The faculty at UNF are 
knowledgeable and open to TEFL students. Thank you so much to all.  (Erin S.) 

The most important thing I learned from the TEFL program is how to transform into a teacher. I had no 
experience being a teacher when I first showed up, but the TEFL program gave me the tools and confidence to 
be able to teach in a classroom setting.  (Joseph S.) 

And from fall 2015: 

My experience with the TEFL certification program at the University 
of  North Florida is best summarized by two words: personal and 
enriching. The opportunity to work so closely with professional TEFL 
instructors set this program apart from many others... The hands-on 
practicum section of  this TEFL certification... helped me develop a 
sense of  the classroom setting... Having these experiences in TEFL 
classrooms before I taught abroad meant that I embarked on my own 
teaching adventure feeling confident and prepared.  (Colleen O.) Colleen O. (TEFL student, fall 2015, far left) with  

colleagues when teaching in Ecuador



STUDY ABROAD 

A total of  713 UNF students traveled abroad to over 
40 countries during the 2016-17 academic year. This 
number is a significant increase from last year’s total 
of  648 students. This is the highest number in UNF 
Study Abroad history. Of  this 713 total, 471  
students participated in UNF faculty-led programs, 
and 242 participated as individuals.  

UNF continues to rank among the top 20  
universities nationwide for the total number of  study   
abroad students in our Carnegie Classification.  
UNF was 15th in the nation in 2015-16 for total  
number of  study abroad students among master’s institutions, according to Open Doors 2017, the 
latest annual report in international education published by the Institute of  International  
Education with funding from the U.S. Department of  State’s Bureau of  Educational and Cultural 
Affairs. In the “Short-Term” study abroad duration category, UNF ranks #10 in the nation among 
master’s institutions.

2016-2017 Study Abroad Information by College 

College
Number of  
faculty-led  
programs

Number of  
students on 
faculty-led  
programs

BCH 5 97
CCB 8 150
CCEC 2 9
COAS 14 165
COEHS 5 30
Honors 1 20
TOTAL 35 471



Exchanges: 

Of  the 242 total individuals studying abroad, 209 were on academic exchanges. The University has 
some 45 exchange agreements with foreign universities in 24 countries. France was the destination 
with the highest number of  students (45), with Spain having the second highest number (27), 
followed by Germany (23), and then Italy (20). 

There were 33 additional students abroad on third-party programs, internships or conducting 
research for credit.  

Dr. Chiu Choi and Electrical Engineering  
students in China (summer A, 2017) 

UNF student 
Warren Butler,

who went to  
partner school 

American 
University in 

Cairo (AUC) in
New Cairo, 

Egypt, for the 
spring 2017 term 

Cathy 
Chadeayne 
(far right) 
with her 
Criminal 
Justice 
students in 
London 
(summer A, 
2017) 



SAILS

During the 2016-17 Academic Year, the International Center disbursed $294,000 in SAILS (Student 
Affairs International Learning Scholarship) funding for scholarships to 176 individual students for 
participation in faculty-led programs, exchanges or third party provider programs. The tables below 
indicate the breakdown of  SAILS for summer B 2016, fall 2016, spring 2017, and summer A/C 2017.    

Number of Awardees by Program Type
BCH  

Faculty-led
CCB  

Falculty-led
CCEC  

Faculty-led
COEHS  

Faculty-led
COAS  

Faculty-led
Exchanges Third Party Other Total

28 40 4 6 17 72 5 4 176

Awardees
Applied 285
Eligible 278
Denied 95

Cancelled/Withdrawn 16
Awarded 176

Length Fresh Soph Jr Sr Post B Grad Other Total
Short-term 8 16 55 36 4 24 3 146
Long-term 0 4 21 4 0 1 0 30

Total 8 20 76 40 4 25 3 176

Number of Awardees by Academic Level 

Number of Awardees by Term
Summer B ‘16 Fall ‘16 Spring ‘17 Summer A/C ‘17 Total

11 17 67 81 176

Short-term $1,500 146 $219,000
Long-term $2,500 30 $75,000

Total 176 $294,000

Number of Awardees by Award Type



STUDY ABROAD AND SUS METRICS 

In fall 2016, the Office of  International Affairs requested the ability to “tag” in the Banner program 
all students who engage in activities abroad so information could be garnered on how study abroad  
might correlate positively with the SUS metrics. With this “tag” in place, students could be identified 
who have participated in study abroad activities during their academic career, and thus data could be 
compiled on: 

• Percent of  graduating students who participated in study abroad (variation of  a current UNF  
 recruiting item)

• Comparative GPA of  study abroad students

• Comparative percent of  graduates employed (Metric #1)

• Comparative wages of  graduates (Metric #2)

• Comparative graduation rate (Metric #4)

• Comparative progress rate (Metric #5)

Preliminary data provided by Institutional Research shows positive relationships between study 
abroad and graduation rates, as well as study abroad and retention/GPA. After further analysis, a 
report from International Affairs will be distributed on campus.    



ONLINE REQUEST FORM 

For the 2017-18 academic year, a change has been made in processing the 
University Activity Abroad Approval Request that faculty fill out when they 
plan to take students abroad (typically for a study abroad activity). The new  
process replaces a paper-based system with an online process accessible in 
MyWings (at “Employee Online Forms”). Syllabi and itineraries are uploaded 
during this process. When completed by the faculty leader, the form passes 
electronically to the chair, dean, Academic Affairs, then to the AARRC and the 
vice president for student and international affairs.  

An important added benefit of  the new online request process is that it automatically creates the 
online study abroad application form for students to access. Furthermore, the appropriate online 
SAILS application, for non-TLO courses, is created at the same time.   

The new process provides less work for faculty as well as a central site for data on all programs and 
students studying abroad during the year.



INT’L ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Resulting from the QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan) submission/review process early in 2017, a  
new “Global Ospreys: Learning for International Competence” proposal has been approved by  
President Delaney. This proposal was #2 among the plans submitted as possible QEPs for the  
upcoming accreditation review, and it was decided that this proposal was important enough to fund 
outside of  the QEP setting.  

The focus of  this project will be revising current classes and developing new classes aimed at 
internationalizing the curriculum. Faculty in every college will be encouraged to develop classes and 
improve the curriculum on international topics. An important area of  curriculum development will be  
to provide new curricular initiatives in the lower level core curriculum, so that students will have 
opportunities for internationalization as soon as they arrive on campus.  

Other initiatives are expected to be developed, such as additional 2+2 programs with international 
universities. This proposal will include various avenues for faculty and staff  development, which may 
include, among other initiatives, workshops, travel grants and recognition for international efforts.  

We look forward to the start of  this new project! 



INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

For the fall 2016 semester, UNF enrolled 255 students on F-1 student visas (who were mostly  
degree seeking students). Of  those students, there were 173 undergraduate students, 77 graduate 
students, and 5 non-degree seeking students. 

Top home countries for F-1 students   
(out of 64 countries)

Top 5 majors for F-1 students 

Number of F-1 students by UNF college 

Brazil 33
Colombia 23

Saudi Arabia 21
India 19
Belize 15

Business Management 28
Computing/Info Science 22

General Business 18
Mechanical Engineering 16
International Business 15

BCH 17
CCB 91
CCEC 59
COAS 61
COEHS 25
UND 2

The September 
2016 “Welcome 

Back”  event in our 
University Club 

House. About 40% 
of  these students are 

in our Exchange 
Visitor program,
the others being 

F-1 visa students. 



The information on students with J-1 visas (under the Department of  State Exchange Visitor 
Program) requires slightly different reporting, as their academic purposes are different. Fall 2017 
enrolled 80 students on J-1 visas. The majority were on short-term exchanges, but approximately one 
-third of  them were in degree programs (e.g., the GlobalMBA program).

The majority of  the J-1 students were undergraduate, taking classes in all of  the colleges, while 
many took classes in business.   

During International Education Week, Osprey Café featured meals from different countries each day. On 
Wednesday, November 16, the featured meal was Egyptian koshari (koshary). Hussein Shaker, our incoming EV 
student from the American University in Cairo (AUC), showed the cafeteria chefs how to make the dish! 

From the cafeteria: “Hussein Shaker was in our kitchen today making Koshari for International Week! It was 
Hussein’s first time in a commercial kitchen and he nailed his own recipe!”    

 

Top home countries for J-1 students   
(out of 21 countries) 

China 19
Germany 15

France 7
United Kingdom 6

South Korea 5
Spain 5



COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES 

College International Initiative grants, provided by the Division of  
Student Affairs, were awarded to three Colleges in 2015, for a period of  
three years. Current progress in the grants are as follows:    

• Brooks College of  Health – created a Graduate Certificate in Global 
Health  (approved December 2015), an Undergraduate Certificate in 
Global Health (approved October 2017), and established links with 
several new international partners

• College of  Education and Human Services – created an 
undergraduate-level International Education Certificate (approved 
September 2015), a graduate-level International Education Certificate 
(approved January 2016), and is in the process of  developing an International Professional 
Development School (IPDS) partnership with the University of  Belize and Kuxlin Ha Government 
Primary School

• College of  Computing, Engineering and Construction – held discussions with a number of  
new potential partners overseas, created a Certificate in International Construction Management 
(approved January 2017), and is exploring joint degree programs with additional institutions



PEACE CORPS PREP 

As of  fall 2017, the University of  North Florida is  
partnering with the Peace Corps to offer a Peace Corps  
Prep program. Peace Corps has identified four core 
competencies that are critical to the intercultural 
fieldwork Peace Corps volunteers do:  

1. Sector-specific skills 
2. Foreign language proficiency

3. Intercultural competence 
4. Professional savvy and leadership

The Peace Corps Prep program allows students to create frameworks to build these four 
competencies, integrating coursework with hands-on experience and professional development. Upon 
completion of  the program, students receive a certificate from the Peace Corps — and a competitive 
edge when applying for Peace Corps service.  

The Peace Corps Prep program corresponds with the Peace Corps’ new application process, which 
lets students choose where they want to go and what they want to do. Students explore and discover 
the Peace Corps Prep opportunities that excite them, and learn what skills they need in order to be a 
competitive applicant for those positions. If  students enroll in the Peace Corps Prep program, they 
can then shape their curricula around those requirements!  



REGIONAL COUNCILS 

The Regional Councils were created in 2008 to bring together faculty who were working in (or 
interested in working in) similar world geographic areas, with the hope that the Councils could 
provide synergy for the benefit of  those faculty and their students.     

Africa Regional Council 

Coming off  a recent sabbatical, Rosa de Jorio (Sociology, Anthropology and Social 
Work) volunteered to once again head the Africa Regional Council. Dr. de Jorio 
started this 2017-18 year by bringing in Dr. Laura Grillo (Georgetown University) 
to speak on “Spectacular Recollections: Women’s Naked Protest Against African 
State Amnesia” in October 2017. 

Middle East Regional Council with Europe Regional Council 

Deb Murphy (Europe Council, Art & Design) worked with Adel ElSafty 
(Middle East Council, Engineering) to host Dr. Anne Toxey (San Antonio, 
TX), an architectural and urban historian trained in architectural design 
and historic preservation. She gave a presentation in April 2017 to over 
200 students at the Student Union on “Solid as a Rock: Conserving Stone 
Structures in Southern Italy.”

In February 2017, ElSafty arranged a visit to campus by Dr. Essam El Kordy, president of  
Alexandria University (Egypt). An international partnership was discussed and initiated between the 
two institutions to encourage collaboration and exchange between faculty and students. 

de Jorio, left, and Grillo 

ElSafty (left) and President El Kordy 



Asia Regional Council 

For the second year, Paul Carelli (Dept. of  Philosophy and Religious Studies) is leading the Asia 
Regional Council, succeeding Sarah Mattice (Dept. of  Philosophy and Religious Studies) who chaired 
that Council for several years. Last year was a busy one for the Asia Council, bringing in the  
following speakers/topics: 

November 2017 - Dr. Ragupathy Varadharajan (Gandhigram Rural Institute, India)  
“Dynamics of  Indian Democracy”  

Dr. Richey speaking on “Honor the Power Within”  

October 2017 - Dr. Jeffrey Richey (Berea College)  
“Honor the Power Within: Daoist Wizards, Popular Culture, and 
Contemporary Japan’s Spiritual Crisis” 

May 2017 - Prof. Ananta Kumar Giri (Madras Institute of  
Development Studies, India)  
“A New Global Humanity and the Calling of  a Post-Colonial 
Cosmopolis: Self-Development, Inclusion of  the Other and 
Planetary Realizations”

April 2017 - Ms. Poushali Bhudary (University of  Florida)  
“The Mysterious Case of  Deb Sahitya Kutir and the Pioneering Female Detectives of  Bengal” 

March 2017 - Dr. Hongjie Wang (Armstrong State University)  
“Military Men and Their Fates in Chinese History”



REGIONAL COUNCILS (cont.) 

Latin America and Caribbean Regional Council 

Clayton McCarl, international studies program director and associate  
professor of  Spanish) continues on as the head of  the Latin American and 
Caribbean Council. In 2017, the following visiting lecturers were on campus to 
speak to students and faculty: 

October 2017 - Dr. Rebeca Castellanos (Grand Valley State University)  
Guest Poet, 2017 UNF International Poetry Festival 

August 2017 - Julia Portela Ponce de León (Instituto Superior de Arte, Cuba) 
“Textos Visuales Cubanos Contemporáneos: Una Perspectiva de Género” 

March 2017 - Scott Cave (Pennsylvania State University)  
“Madalena: The Entangled History of  One Indigenous Floridian Woman in  
the Atlantic World” 

Cave presenting “Madalena”  



McCarl deserves kudos and recognition for his tireless efforts to bring additional opportunities for 
his UNF students to gain international exposure. His work includes:    

UNF International Poetry Festival – October 2017  
Organized by World Languages faculty Constanza Lopez and Greg Helmick, McCarl has brought in 
the main Festival speaker for the past two years. This year’s speaker was the Dominican-American 
Poet Rebeca Castellanos. 

International Mondays is a series of  informal conversations about the world today, conducted in 
various languages, with guests from across the UNF campus and the North Florida area. This year’s 
program was comprised of  eight sessions conducted in Spanish, French, and Chinese. 

International Studies Lecture Series Fall 2017 “Friends and Foes” – seven lectures on different 
international topics culminating with the International Research Symposium. 

The First Annual International Research Symposium at which undergraduate and graduate 
students were invited to share their research on international topics, as well as their reflections about 
experiential learning that had taken place through study abroad or international internships.  
Co-hosted by the International Studies Program, the Office of  Undergraduate Research (OUR), the 
International Affairs Office and the International Center, it was open to all UNF students, faculty,  
and staff, as well as members of  the surrounding community.  



INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

The International Studies program currently has 154 actively enrolled majors and 47 actively 
enrolled minors. Over the past year, the program has continued to expand both as an academic 
program and an interdisciplinary community of  faculty, staff, students and alumni, as exemplified in 
these highlights:  

Participants in “La inmigración y la experiencia del 
género”  during International Mondays in February: 

Sheila Goloborotko, (asst. prof./ 
printmaking); Ricder Ricardo (art & design/print-
making); Aitana Arguedas (political science),  Saúl 
Grajeda (int’l studies/Spanish); Constanza López 

(assoc. prof./Spanish) 

• The weekly lecture series, International Mondays, is presented in languages other than English  
and has featured faculty from across campus as well as provided opportunities for informal   
discussion on topics of  contemporary interest.

• A new introductory course for International Studies was created 
and has assisted students in obtaining internationally-focused 
internships locally through the refugee resettlement services 
operated by Catholic Charities and Lutheran Social Services.

• A new Graduate Student Research Series was established, and   
 featured talks by students in computing, international affairs,   
 psychology, and public health. 

• Numerous workshops tailored to the students in the program   
 were also organized. Subjects included study abroad, graduate  
 school and professional directions, internships, and the  
 Peace Corps.



M.A. IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

UNF’s newest graduate program, the Master  
of  Arts in International Affairs (MAIA)  
admitted its first cohort of  students in fall  
2015. In summer 2017 the first degree was 
awarded, with six more awarded at  
Commencement in December 2017.   

The MAIA is an interdisciplinary degree designed to meet the increasing need for international 
education to prepare students for careers in today’s world. The degree is built upon the strengths of  
seven departments in two colleges at UNF. This interdisciplinary degree will provide students with a 
broad yet strong base of  knowledge and the skills to view issues and solve problems from a  
multifaceted perspective. 

This degree will prepare students for careers in a wide variety of  sectors: the U.S. government 

(Foreign Service and other State Department agencies, Homeland Security, Immigration and  
Customs, etc.), international organizations, international business, and education, among others.  
With international commerce expanding in Jacksonville and around Florida, more opportunities for 
students with a background in international affairs will be opening up in the region.



INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 

In 2016-17, the International Business Flagship Program sent 371 students abroad, a 43% increase 
over the previous year; 10% of  Coggin students studied abroad this past year. IB also hosted 76 
exchange students from 19 partner institutions in 13 countries, including Mexico, South Korea, the 
Netherlands and Uruguay. The Coggin Delegation buddy program connected these exchange  
students with 55 domestic UNF students; they participated in integration-focused events throughout 
the year.   

The first UNF student (pictured right) to complete the KEDGE-UNF dual 
bachelor’s degree program, Mansenie Joseph, graduated in August 

2017. Mansenie spent her first two years at UNF, her second two years at  
KEDGE Business School (Marseille, France), and completed an internship in 
France. Mansenie began the UNF GlobalMBA dual degree program in fall 2017.

In faculty news, eight Coggin faculty participated in exchanges and taught 
overseas in Argentina, France, Germany, Uruguay and Spain.  Coggin students 
heard guest lectures by faculty from Germany and Russia. Faculty and staff  from  
the TransAtlantic Business School Alliance (TABSA) traveled to UNF for the 
annual U.S. conference. This conference included partner schools in France, 
Germany, Spain and the UK, as well as four U.S. institutions.

Two new summer programs for students were developed: one in Spain and one in Italy; and four new 
exchange partnerships with institutions in Argentina, Germany, India and Switzerland. Additionally, 
Coggin students can now participate in paid summer internships in Germany and Spain.

Mansenie Joseph



LANGUAGES, LITERATURES & CULTURES 

In 2016-17, the Department of  Languages, Literatures and 
Cultures sponsored three faculty-led study abroad trips during the 
summer terms. 

Dr. Yongan Wu, with co-leader Dr. Nicolas de Villiers, English 
Department, accompanied six UNF students to Beijing and 
Chengdu, China, for a four-week language and culture program. 
Students studied at Sichuan University Jinjiang College. 

For the 19th consecutive year, Dr. Shira Schwam-Baird led a  
group of  six UNF students to Strasbourg, France, to study French  
language and culture for five weeks. In this program, students are housed with local families. This 
trip received a Transformational Learning Opportunity (TLO) grant to help students pay for the trip. 

Dr. Nuria Ibáñez led the annual trip to Santander, Spain, which also received a competitive TLO 
grant. Fifteen students participated in this five-week immersion program for language and culture at 
the University of  Cantabria. Like the Strasbourg program, students in Santander lodged with local 
host families. 

The Languages, Literatures and Cultures Department recognized continuing students and talented 
graduating seniors in the French Studies major, the Spanish major and the Chinese minor at an 
annual ceremony. Five Spanish majors were recognized as recipients of  the Don M. Loop Spanish 
Scholarship and six students studying French were recognized as recipients of  Cascogne Family 
Study Abroad Scholarships and Harriet Le Master French Scholarships.     

UNF students learning Chinese culture at Sichuan 
University Jinjiang College



For more information on International Affairs at UNF, contact:   
Dr. Tim Robinson at trobinso@unf.edu or x1099      

Ms. Ruth Lopez at rlopez@unf.edu or x1097
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